Malignant Pleural and Peritoneal Mesothelioma: Incidental Diagnosis and Excellent Treatment Results

To the Editor:
Patients with malignant pleural and peritoneal mesothelioma usually present with advanced symptomatic disease. 1 Prognosis is poor. During our practice we had an exceptional mesothelioma case. During cholecystectomy peritoneal biopsy was done due to infiltration of omentum for 56-year-old man. The biopsy analysis showed that patient had peritoneal mesothelioma ( Figure 1 ). The second mesothelioma marker WT-1 was positive and other markers (CEA, CD-15, and TTF-1) were negative. There were no respiratory symptoms or history of asbestos exposure. The patient (former smoker) was in good functional status. Chest computed tomography (CT) scan revealed multinodal lesions of left pleura ( Figure 2 ). Malignant pleural and peritoneal mesothelioma was diagnosed and treatment with permetrexed 500 mg/m 2 day 1 and cisplatin 80 mg/m 2 day 1 (for 1 cycle) every 21 day was prescribed. The patient was assessed regularly with chest and abdomen CT (according to the modified RECIST criteria 2 ). The pleural signs of mesothelioma disappeared completely after six cycles. No pleural or peritoneal changes were seen on CT scan 6 months after completion of chemotherapy ( Figure 3 ). The patient is still alive with no signs of disease progression 3 years later.
Early retrospective studies reported 5-year survival rates of 1% and overall median survivals of 7.6 months for patients not receiving chemotherapy. Eight randomized clinical trials concerning the mesothelioma chemotherapy have been published. Vogelzang et al. 3 treated 448 eligible patients with either permetrexed and cisplatin or cisplatin alone. Response rates (41%versus 17%, p was 0.001), time to progression (5.7 versus 3.9 months, p was 0.001), and survival (median, 12.1 versus 9.3 months; hazard ratio 0.77, p was 0.020) all favored the combination treatment. In another large phase III trial, 4 250 patients were randomized to receive either raltitrexed and cisplatin or cisplatin alone. Overall response rates (24% versus 14%, p was 0.056) was greater in the combination treatment arm. Now permetrexed combined with platinum compound is the only recommended treatment for extensive mesothelioma. According to the data of clinical trials the complete response during first line chemotherapy in malignant pleural mesothelioma is extremely rare. Furthermore, we could not find any reported data concerning the complete response rate in randomized clinical trials with permetrexed treat- 
